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SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON §S. 1078, TO AUTHORIZE THE USE 
OF CERTIFICATES BY OFFICERS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN PAY AND 
ALLOWANCE ACCOUNTS OF MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PER- 
SONNEL 

Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 

CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE No. 3, 

Washington, D. C., Monday, June 22, 1958. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., the Honorable Leon H. Gavin 
(vice chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. Gavin. The subcommittee will come to order. 

We will first take up 8. 1078, a bill to authorize the use of certificates 
by officers of the Armed Forces of the United States, in connection 
with certain pay and allowance accounts of military and civilian 
personnel. 

(The bill above referred to is as follows:) 


5. 1078, 83d Cong. Ist sess. 


AN ACT To authorize the use of certificates by officers of the Armed Forces of the United States, in connec - 


tion with certain pay and allowance accounts of military and civilian personnel 


ps Beat enaetd by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
ne in Qongress assembled, That certificates of officers of the Army, Navy, 
Sr Korec, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard of the United States, executed on and 
ter Decen@M%r 8, 1941, attesting to the existence of the stated facts, and which 
re fik@ wit@Mand relate to vouchers and papers involving pay and allowances of 
Syriana Teilitary personnel of the departments concerned shall be accepted 
S supporting such payments so far as said facts are concerned without the necess- 
ity of=any ler supporting evidence or certificates. The Secretaries of the 
aps entsgencerned shall prescribe regulations governing the conditions under 
@hich, and ba classes and types of facts to which, the above authority will be 
plicable, afd these regulations shall, as far as practicable, be uniform. Such 
egulations prescribed by the Secretaries of military departments shall be subject 
to the approval of the Secretary of Defense. 
Sec. 2. This Act shall take effect on April 2, 1953, and shall terminate upon the 
issuance of a proclamation by the President, or the adoption by the Congress of 
a concurrent resolution, terminating the national emergency existing on the date 
of the enactment of the Act, or on April 1, 1954, whichever is earlier. 
Passed the Senate March 18, 1953. 
Attest: J. Marx Trice, Secretary. 
Mr. Gavin. The witness on this bill is Mr. Brown, of the Bureau of 
Supplies and Accounts, Department of the Navy. 

We will be pleased to hear from you, Mr. Brown. 

Mr. Brown. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my 
name is Pierson Brown, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy 
Department. 


S. 1078 would provide permanent legislation identical with the act 
of October 26, 1942, authorizing officers to certify to the existence of 
certain facts in connection with pay and allowances of military and 
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civilian personnel without the necessity of any other supporting 
evidence or certificates. That act will expire July 1, 1953. 

Prior to action on this bill by the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee, an amendment was recommended by the General Accounting 
Office which would limit the authority to make such certificates in 
time of war or during any national emergency declared by the Congress 
or by the President, or during the 6 months immediately following 
the termination of such war or national emergency. However, the 
bill as passed by the Senate would limit this act to a period not 
bevond April 1, 1954. 

Without existing law, destruction of records due to enemy action, 
acts of God, and other similar events would prevent commanding 
officers from certifying to pay and allowances due military personnel 
since it would be impossible for such officers without such records 
to have personal knowledge of all facts pertaining to pay accounts. 
To require commanding officers to assume the additional adminis- 
trative burden of certifying pay and allowances accounts would 
hamper them from performing their primary military duty. In 
addition, disbursing officers would be hindered in making timely 
payments in many cases due to lack of supporting documents or 
other records. 

One of the basic reasons for the enactment of the 1942 law was to 
alleviate the situation wherein an officer becomes separated from his 
official records. 

Prior to the enactment of that law, if an officer became separated 
from his official records, certain pay, such as extra hazardous duty 
pay, and allowances were withheld from him until the facts support- 
ing the pay and allowances involved were certified to by the proper 
authority. Therefore, to prevent hardship, it is essential that officers 
of the Armed Forces have authority to certify to certain fa¢ts in con- 
nection with their own pay and allowances. 

Experience has shown that permanent legislation in time of war 
or national emergency is urgently needed to replace the legislation 
which will expire on July 1, 1953, to prevent unnecessary adminis- 
trative burdens being placed upon the military services which might 
result in financial hardship to members of the Armed Forces. 

The requirement that the Secretaries of the Departments con- 
cerned shall prescribe regulations subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of Defense governing the conditions under which and the 
classes and types of facts to which the proposed authority will be 
applicable provides sufficient safeguard against its abuse. 

This proposal will cause no apparent increase in budgetary require- 
ments insofar as the Department of Defense is concerned. The De- 
partment of the Navy on behalf of the Department of Defense recom- 
mends favorable action on the bill. 

Mr. Gavin. Thank you, Mr. Brown, for your statement. 

Any questions? 

Mr. Bates. No. 

Mr. Bianprorp. No. 

Mr. Gavin. Very well. The subcommittee will take the matter 
under advisement and refer it to the full committee for their con- 
sideration. 

(Whereupon, at 10:10 a. m., the subcommittee proceeded to 
further business.) 
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